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The annual general
membership dinner
meeting was held

Nov. 16 at the Fort Bragg
Iron Mike Conference
Center.

President Juan Chavez
reported that the chapter had
an excellent year and he
presented a brief recap of
the chapter’s major
accomplishments during 2018.

He then ceremoniously
pinned a 2018 MOAA Levels of Excellence Award
5-Star medallion to the chapter colors.

Pursuant to the chapter’s constitution and
bylaws, the general membership voted to approve
the board of directors’ recommendation to keep the
dues structure unchanged for 2019, i.e., $20 for
regular members and $10 for surviving spouses per
annum.

Being an election year, Willie Wright,
Chairman of the Nominating Committee, presented

the slate of candidates: Ira Watkins for President;
George Bond for 1st VP; Rich Underwood for 2nd
VP; Marty Williams for 3rd VP; Ralph Hinrichs
for Treasurer; and, Sara Ballard for Secretary.
Ballots were passed out to those present and early
voting commenced.

The 82nd Airborne Division “All American
Chorus” put on another memorable performance
and was a “hit” with the members and guests.

President Chavez introduced the N.C.
Representative William “Billy” O. Richardson of
District 44 who was the featured speaker for the
evening. Billy said he was honored to address the
chapter and said he wished all elected officials
were as cordial with one another as are military
officers.

Barbara Richardson, wife of Billy won the
50/50 raffle and donated her half of the proceeds
amounting to $77 to the scholarship fund.

Chapter archival paraphernalia and chapter
awards were on display for the general
membership.
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Annual dinner a “hit”

N.C., Rep. Billy
Richardson, D-
44th District, was
keynote speaker.

See for more information on voting, membership renewal
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The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for
members and friends of the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
The Cape Fear Chapter is

affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based on
MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/

CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”
http://www.moaa.org/take
Action/

Membership
Open to active duty, former,

retired, and National Guard
and Reserve commissioned
and warrant officers of the
uniformed services and their
surviving spouses.

Editorial
by LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA
(910) 624-4597 secretary@cfmoaa.org

DO NOT WAIT!

Federal Benefits
Open Season

Eligibility for the Federal Employees Dental
and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP),
offered by the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management (OPM), now includes certain
retired uniformed service members and active
duty family members.

Registration (Open Season) ends Dec. 10,
2018, with coverage effective Jan. 1, 2019.

Now I don’t know, in the long run, if this move
benefits military members and their families or
not. I’ve done my due diligence by checking with
our dentists and oral surgeons; made our decision,
and enrolled online.

Pre-tax dollars versus post-tax, etc. Bottom
line, we have choices to make and we have to
make them by Dec. 10.

Best of luck and hope you have chosen well!
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For the first time in several years, we
have a full slate of candidates for
election to chapter leadership positions

in 2019. I cannot begin to tell you how
delighted I am that this has come to pass, the
implications are huge.

It means that we now have new blood,
new ideas, new energy, but more important,
we have younger leaders that can lead the
chapter forward into the next decade.

While voting is still ongoing as of this
writing, I have no doubt that the slate as
presented by Willie Wright at the annual
meeting will hold. I want to thank and
congratulate each of the candidates for
stepping up to the plate to assume positions
of responsibility.

Their interest and concern for the viability
of our chapter is obvious and commendable. I
wish them all the utmost success.

I am proud to report that they will be
taking over a chapter that is administratively
straight and financially solid. Their biggest
challenges will be recruiting new and younger
members and encouraging them to be active
contributors.

The official installation of our new
leadership team will take place on January 25th

in the Iron Mike Conference Center. We are
honored to have Lt. Gen Dana Atkins,
President and CEO of MOAA National do the

installation and be our keynote speaker. This
will be General Atkins first visit to our
chapter and we are grateful that he made
room in his busy schedule to accommodate
us.

It will be a historic and memorable event
and I ask all of you to save the date and plan
to attend.

In the meantime, please accept my best
wishes for a Merry Christmas or Happy
Hanukkah, and a Happy and Prosperous New
Year. As we celebrate the holidays with
family and friends, let us not forget our
military men and women, particularly those
in harm’s way, many of whom will not be
home with their loved ones during the
holidays.

Juan

Don’t forget to sign up for the new
Federal Employees Dental and Vision
Insurance Program (FEDVIP).

Open season ends Dec. 10, 2018.
Information at:

https://www.benefeds.com
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Chaplain’s Thoughts
By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA

phone (910) 978-3541 Chaplain@cfmoaa.org

The Best Gift

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders. And
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9:6 NIV)

I pray you have a wonderful Christmas and meant the pouring of a sick world the healing
Hanukkah. I love the above verse, and as
a believer in our Lord, marvel at His birth.

I remember after being on a 15-month tour in
Iraq, my wife asked me where I wanted to go
when I got back. I told her Israel, and asked
her and our two sons to meet me in Germany.

After much waiting, they got the hop and
met me in Germany upon my return. After a
week we went to Israel, and one of the special
highlights of our trip was a visit to Bethlehem.
This in itself was a God-thing because no one
was being allowed there at the time because of
the political unrest. Fortunately, we had a
Palestinian taxi driver who was able to drive us
to the site.

I remember seeing the place where my Lord
was born and feeling how very special it was to
be there. For me, the gift of Jesus is always the
best gift, and that feeling of seeing the site is a
special extra that I will never forget.

“The birth of the baby Jesus stands as the
most significant in all history, because it has

medicine of love which has transformed all
manner of hearts for almost two thousand
years,” stated George Matthew Adams (a
newspaper columnist).

It is this “one solitary life” as Dr. James
Allen said in his poem who was “born in an
obscure village, the child of a peasant woman
… and all the kings of the earth that ever
reigned put together have not affected the life
of man on earth as powerfully as that one
solitary life.”

Please keep being involved in our CFC
MOAA and invite others as well to be take
part. I pray that this season of Christmas will
find you marveling at the love of God the
Father for us and continue to unwrap the gift
of Christ and His grace for each and everyone
of us, and a wish and a prayer for a blessed a
prosperous New Year.

Tim
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Chapter News…

Election of 2019-2020
chapter officers
Ira Watkins heads the slate of nominees for the

2019-2020 term. Nominating committee chair
Willie Wright presented the slate of officers

during the Oct. 16 annual dinner at the Iron Mike
Conference Center.

The voting period began that evening and
runs through Dec. 7.

Members in good standing (i.e., members
either paid their 2018 dues or are exempt), may
vote using the ballot on page 8. Members may
mail their completed ballots at the CFC MOAA
post office box, email or text their ballots to
secretary Don Gersh.

To vote online for Chapter President and five
other positions on the Board of Directors for the
2-year term beginning January 2019, download the
ballot, click on your choices, save it to your hard
drive under a different name, e.g., “John Doe’s
Ballot”, then email it as an attachment to
Secretary@cfmoaa.org no later than 7 December
2018.

You may also print a copy of the ballot, fill it
out with pen and ink, and mail it via USPS to: CF
MOAA, ATTN: Secretary, P.O. Box 53621,
Fayetteville, NC 28305 so as to arrive by Dec. 7.

President -
Ira Watkins

1st VP - George
Bond

2nd VP -
Rich Underwood

3rd VP -
Marty Williams

Treasurer -
Ralph Hinrichs

Secretary -
Sara Ballard

NEVER STOP SERVING
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CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

2019 Installation Dinner

Friday, 25 Januar� 2019, 1700 hours

Iron Mike Conference Center, For� Bragg

Installing Officer and Key�ote Speaker
Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins, USAF, Retired, President & CEO MOAA

Menu
Mixed Green Salad w/Ranch or Italian Dressing

Choice of New York St�ip Steak, or Chicken Par�esan atop Ling�ini
Count�� Mashed Potatoes, Roasted Seasonal Vegie Blend

Dinner Rolls w/But�er
Red Velvet or Coconut Layered Cake

Iced Tea, Water, Coffee

Cost: $30.00 per person (Tax & Grat�it� Included)

Dress: Coat & Tie for Gentlemen; Comparable At�ire for Ladies

(No Host Bar)

RSVP NLT 23 Januar�, 2019

Send reser�ations request and check (payable to CFC MOAA) to:

George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Rd., Fayet�eville, NC 28311

Name:�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Name of Guest(s):�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Number

of Reser�ations�����������������x $30.00 = ������������������������������������������Choice of

Ent�ée/Number of Beef����������Chicken����������
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Membership dues
unchanged for 2019

Annual membership fees remain $20
for regular members and $10 for
surviving spouses.

In accordance with the chapter’s
constitution and bylaws, the dues must be
paid by Jan. 1, 2019.

Members have an additional 60 days to
pay their annual dues. Don Gersh, chapter
secretary, is mailing invoices this week to
the membership.

Don will not send invoices to members
who have already paid their 2019 dues.

Members may pay online at the MOAA
website and may even donate at the same
time to the chapter’s scholarship fund.

You can renew online for 2019 by
credit card at:
www.moaa.org/OnlineChapter
DuesPayment/

If you are not sure of your status or
have any questions, please call Don
Gersh at (910) 624-4597 or email
secretary@cfmoaa.org

CFC REPEATS AS A 5-STAR CHAPTER
2017 MOAA Levels of Excellence Awards

Chapter President Juan Chavez and his
wife Maria attended the MOAA Annual
Meeting in Phoenix, Arizona to accept a
5-Star Levels of Excellence Award for the
Cape Fear Chapter.

Juan accepted the 5-star award from
MOAA Chairman General (Ret) John J.
Sheehan, USMC and MOAA President Lt
Gen (Ret) Dana Atkins, USAF, at the
MOAA Levels of Excellence Award dinner
held in the Arizona Grand Resort & Spa.
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CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

ANNUAL TRIP TO MYRTLE BEACH, SC

FRIDAY, 7 DECEMBER 2018

COST: $85.00 per person
(Includes bus fare, show tickets, dinner and gratuity.)

PROGRAM: Motor coach will depart from the new Fort Bragg Iron
Mike Conference Center parking lot at 8:30 AM on Friday, 7 December
2018. Group will stop for lunch (Dutch Treat) at the K&W Cafeteria in
Myrtle Beach. The Christmas Show at the Alabama Theater is at 1:45
PM, and dinner at the Chestnut Hill Restaurant at 5:00 PM. Estimated
time of return to the Fort Bragg Club parking lot is 9:15 PM.

RSVP NLT 30 November 2018
(Trip limited to 52 passengers, make reservations early.)

Send reservations and check (payable to CFC MOAA) to:

Art Rodriguez, 3406 Sugar Cane Circle, Fayetteville, NC 28303

MYRTLE BEACH TRIP RESERVATION

NAME________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NR._______________________________________

NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS_________x $75.00 = __________

MYRTLE BEACH TRIP RESERVATION

NAME_____________________________________________

TELEPHONE Nr. ____________________________________

NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS________x $85.00 =_________
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Revised Nov 2016

Initial Application Renewal ____ Date

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

I am ___ a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse  (Please fill in the above information but show Your
deceased spouse’s rank and branch of service)

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for the Chapter’s ROTC Scholarship Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues:  $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

…We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

visit our website at:

4 Dec - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours

7 Dec - Trip to Myrtle Beach
1 Jan - New Year’s Day
8 Jan - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike

Conference Center, 1000 hours

25 Jan - General Membership and Installation
Dinner, keynote speaker Lt. Gen. Dana
Atkins, USAF, MOAA, President and CEO, at
Iron Mike Conference Center, 1700 hours

5 Feb - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours

7

Calendar of Events


